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20% off  tickets to Pop to popism 
See works by Howard Arkley, Andy Warhol and more

This summer, the greats of pop art take over the Art Gallery of NSW. Now on until 1 March, 
Pop to Popism features over 200 works from around the world. If you’re a subscriber, 
you can purchase tickets for $16 (normally $20). 

To book, visit smh.com.au/mybenefits 

Offer only valid for subscribers of The Sydney Morning Herald. Tickets are sent via email and can either be printed and scanned in at the exhibition entrance or scanned in from your phone. Offer is only valid through on-line purchase and over the validity dates. IMAGE CREDIT: Howard Arkley. Triple fronted 1987. Art Gallery of New South Wales. 
Mollie and Jim Gowing Bequest Fund 2014. © The Estate of Howard Arkley, Courtesy Kalli Rolfe Contemporary Art.

BOOK NOWMy Benefits
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The Tripologist
with MICHAEL GEBICKI

For more expert tips from The Tripologist, see
TRAVELLER.COM.AUTt

WE HAVE BOOKED A CRUISE IN MAY FROM BARCELONA TO
ISTANBUL. EGYPT HAS ALWAYS BEEN ON MY HUSBAND’S
BUCKET LIST AND AS THIS WILL PROBABLY BE OUR LAST
OVERSEAS TRIP I AM WONDERING WHAT YOUR THOUGHTS
ARE ABOUT VISITING THE COUNTRY IN THE PRESENT
CLIMATE. WE WOULD LIKE TO VISIT THE PYRAMIDS AND DO
A THREE-DAY CRUISE FROM ASWAN TO LUXOR.
L. TRENEAR, CARINGBAH

A traditional Egyptian sail boat on the Nile at sunset. In the current climate, you might get it all to yourself.

Despite the simmering unrest, this
is a good time to visit Egypt,
provided you exercise some
caution and put yourself in good
hands. The political upheavals
have led to a huge downturn in the
country’s tourism industry, which
means you can tour the famed
archaeological sites and sail the
Nile with relatively few other
visitors, and you’ll get royal

treatment. Cairo is the place where
you are most likely to strike unrest
but even at Tahrir Square
travellers are reporting no
problem visiting the Museum of
Egyptian Antiquities, on one side
of the square.

You would only void your travel
insurance if you travelled to a
country or region where obvious
danger exists. According to

current travel advice on the
Australian Government’s website
smartraveller.gov.au, you should
‘‘Reconsider your need to travel’’
in the parts of Egypt you’d be
visiting, and this does not
constitute a warning to stay away.

Number one priority is
travelling with an experienced tour
operator and for that reason I’d
suggest Adelaide-based Bunnik
Tours (bunniktours.com.au). They
have many years of experience in
leading tours through Egypt and
their ground operators will ensure
that you are well looked after.

Egypt is fiercely hot even in May.
If possible, you might plan your
Egyptian visit before rather than
after your cruise.

WE’RE A GAY COUPLE IN OUR SIXTIES LOOKING FOR A COMFORTABLE, PHYSICALLY
UNDEMANDING TWO TO THREE WEEK TRIP INCLUDING ANGKOR, HO CHI MINH CITY, HANOI AND
OTHER INTERESTING DESTINATIONS IN THE REGION. WE’RE LOOKING AT RIVER CRUISES BUT
WONDERING IF THAT MIGHT BE AWKWARD IF WE DON’T FIT IN WITH OUR FELLOW PASSENGERS
AND WE’RE STUCK WITH THEM THE WHOLE TRIP. BUT WE LIKE THE IDEA OF SOMEONE ELSE
TAKING CARE OF ALL THE ARRANGEMENTS. WOULD A LAND TRAVEL/HOTEL TOUR BE BETTER,
AND PERHAPS CHEAPER? WE USUALLY AIM TO STAY AT FOUR STARS OR BETTER.
D. POLLARD, ELTHAM NORTH

River cruises along the Mekong
are a great way to see the sights.

They’re also comfortable and
relaxing in the extreme. It’s true
that you could visit these places
more cheaply on a land tour but I’d
be inclined to stretch your budget
for the cruise. I wouldn’t be too
concerned about getting along
with your fellow passengers.

Typically these cruises will
carry upwards of 30 passengers.
They’re always a mixed bunch,

everyone is out to have a good time
and chances are you’ll find plenty
of like-minded travellers to mix
with.

APT (aptouring.com.au) and
Scenic Tours (scenictours.com.au)
are a couple of operators with
Mekong River cruises that will get
you from Ho Chi Minh City to
Angkor. Aqua Mekong
(aquaexpeditions.com) is a luxury
vessel that has just begun
operating along the river.

For the Hanoi part of your trip
you might look at Travel Indochina
(insiderjourneys.com.au).

They’ve been running guided
tours in this part of the world for
many years and they have plenty to
choose from.

If you’re into food, take a half day
street food tour of Hanoi with
Daniel Hoyer (welleatenpath.com),
it’s a fantastic insight into
Vietnamese culture, as well as a
fabulous gastronomic experience.

Chile’s cultural hotspot, Valparaiso.

WE ARE TRAVELLING TO
SANTIAGO, CHILE, MID-YEAR
AND WERE WONDERING
ABOUT RENTING A CAR
FROM SANTIAGO TO VISIT
VALPARAISO OVERNIGHT.
WE WOULD RETURN THE CAR
TO SANTIAGO AIRPORT FOR
OUR RED-EYE FLIGHT TO
COLOMBIA. I REALISE THEY
DRIVE ON THE RIGHT BUT IS
IT SAFE AND ACHIEVABLE
FOR US MERE AUSTRALIANS?
WOULD BE NEEDING A GPS.
R. GOODWIN, CASTLE COVE

Perfectly safe and feasible, even for
mere Australians! It’s about a 21⁄2

hour drive along a fast, divided
highway once you get outside the
city limits. Santiago’s airport is on
the way back from Valparaiso.
Your car hirer should be able to
provide one with English language
voice prompts. Sprawling across
hills that leap from Chile’s Pacific
shore, Valparaiso is Chile’s cultural
cauldron, a hubble-bubble of
creative energy, vitality, and itchy
spirits out to bend the rules. Avoid
the flat area by the port and watch
out for pickpockets; aim for the
hills, and the streets of Cerro
Alegre and Cerro Concepción,
furnished with a chaotic tangle of
Frenchified manor houses, Swiss-
style cottages, turrets and creak-
ing iron shanties with Romeo-and-
Juliet balconies. Throughout are
galleries, restaurants, boutiques
and bars popular with the
international bohemian arts
brigade. Try Casa Higueras
(casahigueras.cl) overnight.

CONVERSATION

OVER TO
YOU . . .

The question was ‘‘GPS
devices are a must-have

when you’re driving
overseas, but they can lead

you into strange places.
Any stories to share?’’

S. Russ writes ‘‘We arrived at
Charles de Gaulle Airport and

picked up our rental car. I
insisted it came with a GPS
device as I have no sense of
direction and my husband
struggles with driving and

navigating at the same time. I
had booked our first

accommodation at The
Chateau Du Fere in

Champagne – a castle of grand
proportions. I could see it in
the distance so didn’t doubt

our GPS . . . but our suspicions
were aroused when the ‘‘turn

on the left’’ took us on a
winding, overgrown path. I

thought it was a rather
innocuous entrance to a grand

chateau until I saw the sign:
‘‘Danger – falling rocks and

unstable ground’’. It was then
that we realised we were in the

moat! Fortunately, it was
devoid of water at the time . . .’’

From C. Cherry, ‘‘It would
appear that both Tuscany and

the Cinque Terre are full of
GPS black holes. We were

attempting to get to our B&B in
Santa Margherita when our

GPS took us up an ever
diminishing track on the

wrong side of the mountain.
The track was so narrow we

had to pull in the wing mirrors.
We couldn’t turn around until

we reached the front garden of
a house, about 800 metres
above sea level. It was even

scarier going back down as we
had to reverse into several

driveways to make it around
the hairpin bends. When we

got to the B&B the owner said
‘Didn’t you read my

instructions? I wrote ‘Don’t use
a GPS to find us!’’’

Next question: A recent survey
by Tripadvisor found that

Australians are more likely
than any other nationality to
check and respond to work

emails while on holiday. Is that
you, or do you go for the

digital detox?
Send response to tripologist@
fairfaxmedia.com.au. The best

response will win a Lonely
Planet guidebook.

SEND US YOUR TRAVEL QUESTIONS
Include your name, suburb or town and send
it to tripologist@fairfaxmedia.com.au. All
published questions will win a Lonely Planet
guidebook.




