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TRAVEL

Cruising the Amazing Amazon River

By LEsvie A, WESTEROOK

certainly am glad that 1 finished read-

ing “The River of Doubt™, a fascinating

accoun! of President Teddv Roosevell's

frightening explorations along an un-
charted part of the (Brazilion} Amazon River
in 1914, after embarking on a eruise and ex-
ploration of a northern Peruvian section of the
mighty Amazon and the Ucavali tributary. The
New York Times hest-selling tome included
tales of hair-raising encounters with a [III‘ilI’Il‘lil
that possessed the head and arm of a monkey
inside it's stomach; bugaboos that travel up
vour urethra, worms that enter a person’s sys-
tem via the soles of their feet and other things
thit (] hurup in the rliu]nl, nat o mention dead-
|:.' \\'._I!J_-ri._lns !Il._ll ‘l:_u_t L lN_' ]ll'u‘.'u]_\ lnrl_ll_'d II'.'(_'\
were lost). They even had to re-route the ex-
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pedition via land, where hlond thirsty natives
lurked in the dark fringes of the ium.,"lu with
polsen -'\].,II". uuux.!

My recent trip aboard the 24-passenger ves-
sel Aqua Amazon— with the exception of a pi-
ranha fishing expedition along with briefly, and
carefully, I might add, holding a caiman (a river
alligator) captured by one of our remarkable
guides - was nothing like that trip of o century
ago. It was safe, lusurious, and infinitely maore
civilized. thanks to not only excursions on small
skiffs led by Enowledgeable guides, but deli-
cicus Peruvian cuisine, spacions statercoms
with huge picture windows and showers big
enough for twa

The Aqqua Amazon adventiures pn:--.'ll_ll_-
cornfort (no seasickness here, just gentle Hoat-

ing) and exciternent with just enough surpris-
s, J"I'i{‘ll-l IlT{_‘ill‘l!ilLl”\[I\' slCnery J”{l ||r|||||l(_'
\-.'lll_ni'liq_- Viewing, capuci,lnr !hruug’h !]u_‘ mag-
nificent Pacaya Sarmiria National Reserve via
skiffs. From pink dolphin and hountiful birdlife
sightings and a relaxing dugout canoe ride to
delicious food (1 am still dreaming of the hearts
of palm “spaghetti” salad) and libation includ-
ing Peru's famous, deliciously tungy, Pisco
sours, this cruise ranks as one of the top trips of
my well-traveled life. [ will cherish the memao-
ries of my Amaronian sojourn for the rest of my
living davs — and be grateful for living in the
21rst century!
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