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Room for NEBATE

]hnﬂlnﬂiug mationns of Afiriea, Asin and Latin Aswerica ofien are chamcteized by depressed economies, weak social stroetures,
high erume rates, amd a dependenee on intermational aid bat they are also Boms: to matued wonders aod architectural Bandomerks.

Considering potential risk Bactors, is the decision 1o travel
with your children o thind-world countries sellless or sellish?

aking a child o a develop-

ing country is one of the

best educarional gifes pare
ents can provide. There is no sub-
stitute for real life exposure and
experiences in a destination thar
enables nts and children ro di-
gest and process information in a
memaorable and impactful way.

We just gor back from a wmip o
the Amazon Basin in Peru with
conservation=-minded Aqua Expe-
ditions. Ohr daily isinerary involved exploring different aspects
of this remote wilderness that produces about 20 percens of the
earth’s cocygen.

On our wrip we visited a river village accessible only by warer and
inhabited by families living in tharched huts who lead radically
different lives than we do in our San Francisco suburh. Deespize
the language barrier, we shared smiles and laughrer. The value

of this connecion for each and every one of us? Priceless.

Sharing this basic human connection and learning that people
are peopleirrespective of whar they look like or where they
live in the world=—is magic and the foundation for lifelong
compassion. Add in the conservation lessons where we wit-
nessed firsthand how precious the rain forest is for our planer
and whas happens when it's chopped down, and you have a
trip of a lifetime.

We were on an exceptionally appainted and managed river
boat, which dramarically reduced the risk factor. Are there
safety guarantees? No. But we felr as secure in the hands of our
qualified guides as we would on a journey into the backcountry
of the Unired Sares.

Images and lessons from the Amazon will be seared in our son’s

mind forever. A texthook cannot replicate hearing, feeling,
smelling, rouching, and seeing such a desination. s it worth
the risk? MNo question wharsoever.

Amede om%u the meanaging ealizer nj'ﬁuﬂamﬁ.m@w, an

Arsrd-udmn rraved RARE FEOHE ilies franuring hoe
ted revdens dﬁ a mpwkuﬂﬁ”mﬁf ililed with s, wews, and
marratives related ro treveling with kids of all ages.

CONTINUE THE CONVERSATION. SHARE YOUR OPINION AT
magazinery.com/roomiordebate

was bom in a soecalled “thirdeworld
ICDL‘II‘II:I.?." The Congo.

Bur, in truth, no counry is Third Worl de
it'’s an antiquated term. We are part of 2
global community, reliant in ways we never
quite understand, and are cither thriving or

struggling. Bur we depend on each other.

Third World is some derogarory, judgmen-
tal nosion from the dark ages of Calonial
rule. And just as | don’t want my children
o form absolute opinions of their fellows, 1
don’t want them to form judgments about entire counrries. The “Third-
World countries™ of yesterdaym=Burma, Cuba, the Easz Block, even Brazil
=—are emerging as mapw culmral and economic powers today. Such
counries aren’t inznimate objects; they are composed of millions of ine

dividuals.

50 here i whar we must tell our children: You must mravel the word wo
understand it. A passport is the new diploma. Don't accepe the dogma
of wday; insead. understand thar the world is changing and labeling

counsries is fruitless.

We are entering 2 new age of exploration, imagination, and transforma-
tion. Different perspectives, cultures, and landscapes, and are all part of
thare=and critical to how our kids develop and experience the world. As
adults who have children in our lives, it is critical thar we teach them mw
accept the word as it is. Mot judge and certainly not presume to change
how others think and act.

S0 let’s rake one place [ love: India. Twenty years ago, Americans regarded
it as backward, alien and inaccessible. Today, it & one of the most exciting
and enriching places on the planet. | liken it to the magazine 1 edit.
Once upon a time it was in black and whire. Now it is an explosion of
color and sensory riches.

The world is changing. Owr kids intuit and accepr that. Their friends
in school are Iranian and Turkish and Haitian. Ir's cur sk o put any
prejudices aside and ler our kids embrace the new world of understand-
ing. Forget the idea of Third Word. There is only One World.

Kerinl Bellows was mamed edivor in olef of Marionsl Geographic Traveler !
in 1998 and made & vice presidens of the National Ge r&m?ﬂy:'nm
cosguthored The Canuck Book and i new wrining | That Will Change

Your Child’s Life, af a progrant be i develaping 1o encounage pavents, forporie
nlams awd sobaols m}:l; trewed ar a eriricad learning ool i
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