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2017 AFRICAN ODYSSEY 
With Francesco Galli Zugaro  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Day 1: Mon 25th September - Arrive Windhoek, Namibia – fly onto Palmwag 
Conservancy, Palmwag Lodge 
Day 2: Tue 26th – Cycling in Palmwag Conservancy, Under Canvas  
Day 3: Wed 27th – Cycling in Palmwag Conservancy, Under Canvas  
Day 4: Thu 28th – Cycling in Palmwag Conservancy, Okahirongo Lodge  
Day 5: Fri 29th – Fly to Brazzaville, Congo, overnight Brazzaville 
Day 6: Sat 30th – Day on the Congo River. Overnight Brazzaville 
Day 7: Sun 1st October – Fly to Odzala National Park, Ngaga Camp  
Day 8: Mon 2nd – Odzala NP, Ngaga Camp  
Day 9: Tue 3rd – Return to Brazzaville, Fly to Entebbe, Uganda.  
Overnight Boma Lodge 
Day 10: Wed 4th – Fly to Murchison Falls National Park, Private Safari Camp 
Day 11: Thu 5th – Murchison Falls NP, private safari camp – exploring the Nile River,  
Lake Albert 
Day 12: Fri 6th – Murchison Falls NP, private safari camp 
Day 13: Sat 7th – Morning along the Nile, then fly to Entebbe. Depart on 
international flights 
 



 
Days 1 - 4: Arrival into Windhoek, NAMIBIA. Transfer to Palmwag 
Conservancy 
Namibia is a vast country, even by African standards, covering an area approximately four times the 
size of the United Kingdom or twice the size of California, but with a population of a mere 2 million 
– the second lowest densities in the world giving an amazingly ‘soulful’ feeling of peace and 
solitude. It is also an 'ageless land’, visible through our heritage of rock art created by stone-age 
artists and geological attractions such as the petrified forest where fossilised tree trunks have lain 
for over 280 million years. Added to the space and silence, these contribute to a feeling of 
antiquity, tranquillity, and wilderness.   
 

 



The safari visits one of Namibia’s most remote regions, with access allowed only to those few who 
know the area intimately. An area free of game fences and home to some of the most specialized 
mammals on earth, including desert adapted black rhino, elephant and lions, these areas are also 
home to the ancient Himba culture. This combined with some of the most spectacular scenery in 
Namibia makes for what must be one of the most authentic and pioneering safaris available.      
  
This region is currently at the forefront of conservation in Africa, an achievement that has been 
recognised by numerous prestigious international awards. Namibia was the first country in Africa to 
incorporate protection of the environment into its constitution and now almost 45% of Namibia’s 
land is protected by the Government. Its successful ‘conservancy movement’ (conservancies are 
clearly defined tracts of land, registered with the Government, where local communities manage 
their natural resources through a democratically elected committee and approved management 
plans) has engaged 230 000 rural residents (one in every four) and brought about remarkable 
increases in wildlife and income generation. Further to this, Namibia is the only country in Africa 
where the endangered black rhino, of which Namibia has the largest population in the world, are 
being translocated out of National Parks into conservancies. In addition, Namibia not only has the 
largest population of cheetah in the world (50% of the global population), but it is also the only 
country in Africa where free roaming lion populations are increasing, and the instances of poaching 
have decreased dramatically to almost negligible levels today.  
  
This safari is unique in every way and every experience has been carefully considered to provide 
the most authentic insight into this region possible. As a professional and experienced naturalist 
guide and pilot I will personal escort and accompany the safari. Well versed and experienced in the 
region I aim to enhance your experience of this unique region by making it a fascinating and ‘hands-
on’ journey of discovery amidst very dramatic scenery and experiences. Sharing the local highlights 
whilst adding continuity and depth to your safari is my aim. 
  

 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 



DETAILED ITINERARY 
  
Day 1: Palmwag Lodge - Palmwag  
 
Arrival into Palmwag airstrip from Johannesburg or Windhoek. Here we shall spend our first night at 
Palmwag Lodge; fit and allocate the bicycles and conduct a briefing of the trip.    
Koakoland is a surprising refuge for desert adapted wildlife that may include giraffe, oryx, 
springbok and even some predators such as lion. However, as with any wildlife sightings in Namibia, 
this depends on many factors including seasonality so specific sightings are never guaranteed. The 
wildlife roams large tracks of unfenced desert landscapes and finding game can be challenging, but 
this is all part of the adventure of exploring this wild untouched gem of Namibia.   
  
Koakoland is typified by displays of colour, magnificent table topped mountains, rock formations 
and bizarre-looking vegetation. The present day landscape has been formed by the erosion of wind, 
water and geological forces which have formed rolling hills, dunes, gravel plains and ancient river 
terraces. It is the variety and loneliness of the area as well as the scenic splendour which will 
reward and astound you, giving one an authentic understanding of the word 'wilderness'.  
  
Day 2: Early breakfast and cycle into the Palmwag Concession along rugged landscape to 
Oronendes. The first stretch will be on a good dirt road for 21km – we should see a decent amount 
of game along this stretch of road. After a light lunch the bikes will be loaded onto the trailers and 
do a scenic drive to Barab Spring. From Barab we cycle a further 25km to Oronendes through scenic 
and rugged mountain terrain.  
 
This area has several springs lining the route and draws plenty of endemic game to the area.  
 

 
 
Day 3: Following breakfast we plan to cycle across the desert plains bordering the Skeleton 
Coast National Park – cycle heaven. This will be a full day of cycling covering 50km from Oronendes 
to Karu-Gaiseb. There are numerous springs along the way. The first 20km are hilly and the final 30 
km along fairly flat plains.  
 
Once again the landscape is covered with natural springs and dominated by volcanic / basalt 
landscape. We shall be cycling along two track dirt roads for the majority of the day. 
 



Day 4: Breakfast followed by a morning cycle across expansive and flat desert plains for 27km to 
the Hunkab spring. We shall then load our bikes and transfer over to the Hoanib River for this 
evenings campsite. Here we should have the opportunity to see desert adapted Elephant and good 
general game such as Oryx and Springbok. We shall drive from the Hoanib River north to the 
watershed of the Horuseb River, and from the cycle the remainder (+- 40 km) to Purros for our final 
evening of accommodation at Okahirongo Elephant Camp.  
 
This cycle will be true desert terrain with almost no vegetation and some wildlife along the way. 
Purros has been sporadically settled by the indigenous people over the past few thousand years and 
now is sometimes home to the nomadic Himba people. The Hoanib and Hoarusib Ephemeral rivers 
are the life-line to the desert adapted elephant. These rivers have natural wetlands at various 
intervals, important to the elephants survival in this hostile environment. 

 
TRIP HIGHLIGHTS  

• Travel through vast tracts of unfenced and pristine wilderness. 
• Explore the Koakoland region whilst staying at an exclusive mobile camp 
• Track for the endangered black rhino in conjunction with Save the Rhino Trust. 
• Search for desert adapted elephant in ephemeral river systems. 
• Discover Namibia’s wildness on a mountain bike (Giant 29’s or 26’s, subject to availability) 
• Visit an authentic Himba settlement. 

 
 
Days 5 - 8: Fly to Brazzaville, CONGO & Odzala National Park, Ngaga 
Camp 
 
From //Huab we will return to Doro Nawas airstrip, via a scenic journey of about 2 hours. Then you 
head on by private charter north to the Congo. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
THE CONGO 
 
Republic of Congo is a former French colony on the northern bank of the Congo River. Its modern 
history began with the late 19th century explorations of Pierre Savorgnan de Brazza, after whom the 
capital is still named. Despite significant oil wealth, Congo initially had a troubled time as an 
independent nation but is now a calm, stable and rapidly developing country of some 4.5 million 
people, which plays a leading role in African affairs and is investing more of its oil wealth in 
development and infrastructure. 
 
Many traces of French colonial rule remain, but Congo is forging a new identity for itself. The 
people are invariably friendly and welcoming, and look forward to their tourism sector 
growing. With past troubles now firmly behind them, the future looks bright for the people of 
Congo. 
 
Tourism is a relatively new, but growing, sector in Congo. We are delighted to have an opportunity 
to contribute to the nascent eco-tourism industry of Congo as we firmly believe that low-impact 
wildlife tourism contributes to global awareness, local sustainable development, and protection of 
Congo’s invaluable rainforests. 
 
By visiting Odzala you will not only be helping pioneer Odzala as a destination but helping develop 
a new business sector in Congo and diversifying the economy away from petrochemicals. It is our 
hope that by hosting you in this wilderness wonderland, you will become advocates for rainforest 
and primate conservation and will use your experiences in Odzala to help inform the personal and 
business choices you make once you return home. 
 

 
 
Odzala National Park covers an incredible 13 600km2 (1.36 million hectares / 3.36 million acres) 
and represents an essential part of both the greater Congo Basin system and the groundbreaking 
TRIDOM Transfrontier Park which combines adjacent national parks in Gabon and Cameroon, as well 
as Congo. 
 
Famed for its biodiversity, Odzala is renowned as one of the last refuges of the African forest 
elephant (listed as Vulnerable by the IUCN). Forest elephants are threatened by poaching for ivory, 



and by habitat loss due to deforestation. Elephant poaching was historically a significant issue in 
Odzala, but since African Parks (APN) took over management of the Park in 2010, a more effective 
approach to law enforcement has seen a number of poachers arrested. Forest elephants are now 
moving back into the Park – a sure sign that it is offering them sanctuary. The TRIDOM Trans-
Frontier Conservation Area (TFCA) of which Odzala is part, now supports the largest forest elephant 
population in Central Africa. 
 
Odzala is also famed for its primate populations; in particular, the critically endangered western 
lowland gorilla: a very significant population of these great apes survives in unspoiled natural 
habitat, alongside ten other diurnal primate species. 
Odzala also boasts iconic West Central African fauna such as forest buffalo and bongo as well as 
dozens of little-known mammal species, from water chevrotain to palm civets. The next chapter in 
the Odzala story – an enlightened management approach helping local people see the benefits of 
eco-tourism, and allowing them to share in those benefits – is compelling. You too can be a part of 
this conservation success story. 
 
The Odzala project can only be considered a holistic success if local people also benefit. Thanks to 
the pioneering work of Sabine Plattner Africa Charities (SPAC), Mbomo village now has a 
community centre and nursery school, helping to create a more cohesive society and giving the gift 
of education to young children who would not previously have been able to attend school. Deep in 
the heart of Africa, is a place where you can discover the true spirit of African exploration, and 
just maybe find yourself too. 
 
Ngaga Camp, located just outside the park boundary in the Ndzehe concession, overlooks a 
beautiful open glade within primary forest above a forest stream. The Camp is situated within the 
overlapping home ranges of several groups of western lowland gorillas, two of which are 
habituated. 
Ngaga is truly gorilla central. A focal point for world-class research as well as unforgettable 
primate encounters, Ngaga Camp’s unique design evokes the fun and mystery of childhood 
treehouses. From the six elevated guest rooms, wraparound walkways allow you to peer directly 
into the forest canopy. Like Lango, the Camp is constructed from natural materials using traditional 
techniques. 
  

https://www.facebook.com/Sabine-Plattner-African-Charities-330940447088285/timeline/


 
 

 
 

 
 
  



 
Days 9 - 12: Fly to Entebbe, UGANDA & Murchison Falls National Park, 
Private Tented Safari Camp 
 
With 3,840 square kilometres, Murchison is Uganda's largest National Park. The park is cut in half by 
the Nile and its landscape varies from dense rainforest on the hilly ranges in the Southwest, to 
rolling savannah in the Northwest. The forest is home to many primate species, including 
Chimpanzees, while the river attracts various Antelopes, Buffalos, Rothschild-giraffes and 
Elephants.  

 
 

The world-famous Murchison Falls are one of the most impressive natural features in Africa. The 
best view is from the top, where the Nile forces its way through a 7 meter gap in the rocks and 
tumbles 40 meters down. A path leads from our camp above the falls all the way to the bottom 
and offers spectacular views of the foaming waters rushing into the gorge, with a deafening roar. 
In the background the pacified river winds its way towards Lake Albert.  

The finest way to see the water and its wildlife is by boat. We shall spend a morning or afternoon 
cruising the Nile enjoying the many sights along the way. Many thousands of hippos live along this 
stretch of the river, and they are kept company by crocodiles and fantastic birdlife. We are 
sometimes fortunate enough to come across little nurseries of baby crocodiles in small alcoves 
along the shoreline. 

A major focus of interest are the birds, which can be observed all around you, in the swampy reeds, 
the sandy beaches, or the huge trees along the water. Their variety is wonderful, ranging from the 
tiny Malachite Kingfisher and acrobatic Red Fronted Bee-Eater, to the African Fish eagle and the 
Saddlebill Stork. The most sought after, however, is the Shoebill Stork, which, with a little luck can 
be seen standing amongst lily pads along the water's edge.  

On reaching the Falls themselves we pull over to admire the sheer power of the mighty river as it 
cascades between its rocky shoulders. Then we make our way back downstream, and enjoy sunset 
and the many animals taking their drink at dusk. 



 
 
Days 13: Morning along the Nile, then fly to Entebbe. Depart on 
international flights 
 
This morning we will have a final few hours to enjoy the African wilderness, waking up one last 
time to the evocative sounds of dawn in Africa. No safari is over until you board your flight back to 
Dar es Salaam, and guests always savour these last few hours of Africa’s magic. Many final game 
drives have found treasured glimpses of the exotic fauna that has made this continent so special. 
Late morning we will transfer by charter aircraft arriving in the afternoon for some shopping and to 
freshen up before you board your international flight out. 
 
 * * * SAFARI ENDS * * * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


