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The Aria Amazon plies
the waterways of Peru's
remote Pacaya-Samiria
Reserve. Photo courtesy
of Aqua Expeditions

AQUA EXPEDITIONS’ LUXURY ARIA AMAZON
PROVIDES AN OPTIMUM WAY:IN WHICH TO
EXPLORE SOUTH AMERICA'S LONGEST RIVER

By Carla Hunt

ne of the biggest differences between

ocean cruises and river cruises is this: the

former takes you to countries while the

latter takes you through countries. When
it comes to Peru, the waterway is the Amazon and the
vessel is the elegant 16-suite Aria Amazon of Aqua
Expeditions, the first adventure travel company to
introduce luxury cruises on the Peruvian sector of the
Amazon River.

Accommodations: The Aria Amazon’s 16 Design
Suites measure 250 square feet and are stylishly
appointed in neutral tones, and feature floor-to-ceiling
windows. Each air-conditioned suite comes with a
comfy California King-size bed that can be converted to
twins, as well as a sitting area with sofa and a chair. The
stone-hewn bathroom has a shower big enough for two.
Four suites can interconnect for families.

What’s for Dinner? The Aria Amazon’s restaurant

is overseen by Pedro Miguel Schiaffino, the chef and
owner of Lima’s award-winning Malabar. Its menus take
full advantage of the Amazon'’s huge pantry of fresh fruit
and edible flowers, wild oregano and coriander, yucca
and pumpkin. Guests are treated to deliciously creative
dishes, which fuses rainforest ingredients with haute
cuisine. Some examples include hearts of palm soup
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projects in Amazonia. Guests may also
participate in cooking demonstrations
and learn how to fold towels and
napkins into animals and flowers.
Additionally, they can make use of the
small exercise room, enjoy a massage
in the spa, read in the handsome bar/
indoor lounge or laze on the sundeck
with a cool pisco sour in hand.

What’s Included: Rates include
suite accommodations, all meals and
soft drinks, selected premium and
sparkling wines and craft beers with
meals, excursions with naturalist
guides, National Reserve entrance
fees, onboard lectures, and airport

transfers for passengers arriving and
departing on recommended flights.

Who Goes on This Vessel? The
voyages cater to “discerning adventure
travelers seeking to explore remote
destinations aboard luxury vessels,”
according to Aqua Expeditions CEO
Francesco Galli Zugaro. He said that 40
percent of guests are from the U.S. and
range in age from 50 to 69.

“The people I've booked on the
Aria are almost always seniors, well
traveled, often well heeled, and have
often cruised before but never on
an expedition vessel,” said Peggy
Newfield, founder of Latin American

Escapes, which operates custom and
group itineraries to Latin America.

Key Selling Points: You can tell
your clients that the Aria Amazon’s
low-key luxury ambiance, along with

its impeccable service, gourmet

cuisine and expert guides, provide an
optimal way in which to experience

the destination. The remote Pacaya
Samaria Reserve is the Amazon’s most
pristine cruising ground, offering one-
of-a-kind wildlife viewing opportunities.

Insider Booking Tip: For top client
satisfaction, recommend at least a four-
night cruise.
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