OVIR THE RIVER
AND THROUGH
THE WOO

An intimate expedition cruise in the Peruvian
Amazon is an unparalleled way to experience
one of the planet’s most dynamic ecosystems
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“$HH, LISTEN TO THE SYMPHONY.”

This is the instruction issued by our guide, Neycer
Pizango, who has cut the engine of our skiff. Striving to
be a good student, I sit as still as I can and tilt my head
up toward the forest canopy. An echo of chattering
macaws cracks through the rattle of the cicadas.
Then the screech of a spiny lobster katydid, or giant
lobster cricket, ricochets among the trees. A group of
swallows in chorus swoops low above the reeds. All
around us, whining mosquitoes rise above the water's
surface like sentinels.

Experiences like this are the reason I've come to spend
four days sailing along the head of the Amazon River and
into the Pacaya Samiria National Reserve with Aqua
Expeditions, an adventure-cruise company known for
floating five-star experience that takes guests to some of
the most biodiverse—and hard-to-reach—places on
Earth, Its itineraries visit destinations like the Galdpagos
and the Mekong, but the company’s origins lie here in the
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National Reserve

Peruvian Amazon, where its small fleet of ships remains one of the only ways
to get this deep into the region. You're more likely to pass a canoe laden with
yucca on its way to nearby Nauta or Iquitos than another tourist boat.

I'm here during peak rainy season, the time of year when the river and its
tributaries are at their highest, flooding the forest and pushing out the
Indigenous communities who have for millennia spent half the year living
along the banks of the Amazon. Entire villages become temporarily sub-
merged. Banana trees buckle from the water’s force. But while the river
appears to consume the jungle, it also creates new routes from which to see
it. The Amazon rises as much as 23 feet above its level in the dry months, so
from December to May humans have one-of-a-kind access to the creatures
that live high in these trees.

This means that while the many pleasures of Aqua Nera (which include an
outdoor plunge pool, a masseuse, and a sprawling observation deck for
sipping pisco sours at magic hour) make it tempting to remain onboard, it
would be foolish to miss an excursion, My guides—or naturalists, as Aqua
prefers to call them—are Pizango, with his musical ear,and Alejandro Enrique
Aguilar, who goes by Alex. Both were born and raised along the river, and
both possess a deep breadth of knowledge and understanding of the -
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cool jobs at sea

THE NAVIGATOR
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Ryo ljichi has led tours in the North
Pole and Antarctica’s Weddell Seq,
but these days, Ponant’s Hiroshima-
born, New Jersey—raised expedition
leader is also curaling ifineraries in his
native country, growing the line's
offerings in the Seto Inland Sea and
Kyushu. Such experiences hark back
to the days before widespread road
and rail, more than two centuries ago,
when the archipelago was linked
primarily by sea routes. “Coastal desti-
nations all had their entrances facing
the seq,” says ljichi. “It was how people,
goods, and cullure were connected.”
Working closely with rural mayors and
local stakeholders, he has charted a
course through historic fishing villages
and poris like Ine, Tomonoura, and
Mitarai. “It's an organic process that
needs to be handled directly with
those on the ground.”

Join ljichi on a 12-night tour of Japan's
fropical islands, deparling March 4, 2024.
From $11,300 per person, based on
double occupancy; us.ponantcom
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jungle and its waters. They host lectures about the Ama-
zon's fauna and flora, explaining the ways in which
humans have not just coexisted with its ecosystem but
depended on it for thousands of years.

“Nature is part of us,” Aguilar tells me early one
morning as we set out in search of the region’s famous
pink river dolphins. When the water is high, they are
more concentrated and easier to spot than during the
dry season. Momentarily I spy three of them as they
snort and arch beneath the burned-marshmallow hues
of sunrise before sliding back into the unknown.

where to
sail next v

AUSTRALIA
AND

THE SOUTH
PACIFIC

From that point on, I obsessively document each new sighting: the eye ofa
baby caiman peeking through the grass; a white-throated toucan taking
flight; a pair of sloths lounging in a tree. On a walk through the jungle, the
dive-bombing mosquitoes become almost unbearable (an unpleasant side
effect of the rainy season), so Aguilar pokes open a termite nest and encour-
ages the members of our small group to rub the tiny insects on our skin to
ward them off. Later he identifies a cluster of flat-headed mushrooms that
would fly me, he jokes, “home to New York without a plane.” Back on the skiff,
he shows me a tree frog the size of a quarter perched on the end of his finger,
then a stick insect camouflaged on his sleeve.

As we wind our way along the river, I'm constantly reminded that nothing

Next year, cruisers will get a bevy of fresh ways to reach rarely visited areas in these remote
reglons. The boutique outfit Windstar, long a leader in Tahiti, will begin sailing its latest ship,
Star Breeze, 1o parts in the Isolated Tuamotu and Marquesas Islands, while Scenic’s just-launched
Eclipse Il will go to West Papua, the Solomon Islands, and Vanuatu. Seabourn will make stops in
Western Australia’s sparsely settled Kimberley, Papua New Guinea, and Indonesia aboard its
new Seabourn Pursuit in the summer of 2024, while in fall 2024, Silversea’s soon-to-debut Silver
Nova will sall from Singapore to Australia's Northern Territories and Queensland before

continuing on to far corners of the South Pacific, like Vanuatu. ra
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A remote village in
the Peruvian Amazon

here is what it seems—or, perhaps more accurately, that what I am looking
attoday may not be here tomorrow. “It's amazing how the Amazon is always
changing,” says Aguilar, pointing to a channel he used to take the skiff down,
which is now impenetrable with new vegetation. Not all the shifts we witness
over the week are natural, though: An unexpected clearing reveals thou-
sands of acid-green water lettuces bobbing on the water’s surface. Unfortu-
nately, it's due to the overhunting of manatees that like to feast on its leaves,
though it's still a spectacular sight.

One evening we venture out for an excursion into the forest tributaries
but stay on the skiff a little longer than usual, emerging back onto the
main body of the river just after sunset. The humid air is thick, like maple
syrup, as we listen to the cicadas tuning up in preparation for their nightly
orchestra. This time, though, rather than cutting the engine, Pizango
switches off his torch for a few seconds. At first, I see nothing. But then
my eyes adjust, and swarming constellations of bats appear before me—
€ach fluttering at its own irregular pace, carving out new paths across the
night sky. LALE ARIKOGLU

Three-night itinerary, $4,500 per person, double occupancy;
Aquaexpeditions.com

making the

familiar strange
EXPEDITION CRUISING
USUALLY MEANS FAR-FLUNG
LOCALES LIKE ANTARCTICA,
BUT SOME COMPANIES ARE
SHOWING GUESTS THAT EVEN
WELL-KNOWN WATERS CAN
BE FULL OF SURPRISES

» Caribbean

Ponant’s 184-passenger Le Dumont-
d'Urville debuts this November with an
eight-day itinerary exploring the natural
wonders of Belize. One can't-miss
adventure: a Zodiac ride through a thick
mangrove forest in Honduras's Cuero y
Salodo Wildlife Reserve, during which a
naturalist will point out endangered mana-
tees (if you're lucky); branch-dancing
howler monkeys, whose jarringly loud cries
you might mistake for freight trains; and
caimans that startle with yellow mouths
and daggerlike teeth. From $4,710 per
person; us.ponantcom

» Mediterranean

One highlight of Atlas Ocean Voyages'
Mediterranean sailing next summer
aboard the 196-passenger World Traveller
is the access it gives passengers to rarely
visited areas around Tunis. After ogling
the 3,000-year-old ruins of the ancient
city of Carthage, guests can get lost in

La Goulette's mesmerizing meding, stop-
ping at souks and mosques. From $3,249
per person; atlasoceanvoyages.com

» Gulf of Alaska

In September, Lindblad Expeditions debuts
its eight-day Great Bear Rainforest voyage
on 100-passenger National Geogrophic
Venlure. The journey from Ketchikan,
Alaska, to Prince Ruper, British Columbig,
lets guests go far into the fiords of Weslern
Canada, keeping an eye out for black

and grizzly bears—and the elusive white-
fur Kermode, or spirit bear. After soaking
up the region’s culture on a First Nations
museum visit, kayak among colorful
iellyfish and Iry to spot killer-whale pods
ona ride through the ultra-narrow Gren-
ville Channel. From $5,560 per person;
expeditions.com. JANICE WALD HENDERSON
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